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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 
DHA-02 /042W 

190426Z 082612/70 

R 181 1028Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASJP NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0645 

CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0812 

FOLG SENT ACTION ACTION DELHI INFO BOMBAY, MADRAS DTD 
JAN 17 RPTD FOR YOUR INFO. 

QUOTE. 

CONFIDENTIAL CALCUTTA 0137 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUB J : WEST BENGAL POLITICAL SITUATION: RAY AND HIS 
SUPPORTERS HAVE THE UPPER HAND 

1 . FOR NOW AT LEAST, CHIEF MINISTER S.S. RAY AND HIS 
SUPPORTERS CLEARLY HAVE THE UPPER HAND IN THE STRUGGLE 
TO KEEP RAY IN OFFICE. ALTHOUGH THE ARRANGEMENTS WORKED 
OUT IN NEW DELHI AT THE END OF DECEMBER WERE DESIGNED 

TO WEAKEN RAY (OR AT LEAST SEEMED TO BE) THAT HAS NOT 
BEEN THEIR EFFECT. FOR EXAMPLE, APPOINTMENT OF TARUN 
KANTI GHOSH AS HOME MINISTER APPEARS TO BE HAVING NO 
IMPACT AT ALL. WE UNDERSTAND THAT WHEN TARUN KANTI 
ASKED IF HE WOULD HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE PERSONNEL 
SHIFTS IN THE WEST BENGAL AND CALCUTTA POLICE HE WAS 
TOLD OF COURSE, 

BUT THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY 
THE CHIEF MINISTER. THE SIX MEMBER OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
HAS BECOME AN INSTRUMENT OF THE CHIEF MINISTER'S, ONE 
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OF THE THREE OPPOSITION MEMBERS (MINISTER FOR PUBLIC UNDER- 
TAKINGS ZAIN AL ABEDINE) HAVING SWITCHED TO RAY'S 
SIDE. 

2. FAR FROM RESPONDING TO RECENT AGITATION BY RAY AND 
HIS SUPPORTERS (CALCUTTA 0082), RAY'S OPPONENTS ARE 
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KEEPING QUIET AND SEEM TO BE DISPERSING. WE HEAR THAT 
ANOTHER TEST OF STRENGTH MAY BE COMING AT THE END OF 
THE MONTH, BUT FOR THE MOMENT THINGS ARE VERY QUIET 
AND UNLESS RAY'S OPPONENTS GAIN REINVIGORATION FROM THE 
CENTER THEY ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE ABLE TO PUT UP A SER- 
IOUS CHALLENGE. RAY IS RIDING THE CREST OF A WAVE OF 
BENGALI NATIONAL SENTIMENT DIRECTED AGAINST SANJAY 
GANDHI AND THOSE IN THE STATE IDENTIFIED WITH SANJAY. 

WE ARE TOLD THAT THIS SENTIMENT IS SO STRONG THAT 
SANJAY'S PEOPLE HERE FEEL THEY SPELL VIOLENCE, AND THAT 
THIS IS THE REASON THEY HAVE 
KEPT SO QUIET RECENTLY. 

SOME HAVE AVOIDED TAKING SIDES AND THEREBY HAVE INCURRED 
SANJAY'S WRATH. THIS IS THE CASE OF PANKOT BANERJEE, 

WHO WAS JUST FIRED AS SECRETARY OF THE ALL INDIA YOUTH 
CONGRESS - AN ACTION WHICH WE ARE TOLD HAS WON BANERJEE 
GREAT POPULARITY IN THE STATE. BARID BARAN DAS, WHO 
WAS INSTALLED BY SANJAY LAST FALL AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
WEST BENGAL YOUTH CONGRESS, IS IN MUCH THE SAME SITUA- 
TION. HE HAS STAYED NEUTRAL IN THE FIGHT BETWEEN THE 
PRO AND ANTI-RAY FORCES AND AS A RESULT IS SAID TO BE 
IN TROUBLE WITH 

SANJAY. WE HEAR THAT HE MAY SOON SUBMIT 
HIS RESIGNATION - IF HE IS NOT FIRED FIRST. 

3. THE COOLER HEADS AMONG RAY'S SUPPORTERS REALIZE 
THAT THEY ARE PLAYING A DANGEROUS GAME IN DEFYING 
SANJAY. THE CENTER HAS TOO MANY POWERS BOTH POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC TO BE DISMISSED LIGHTLY, AND THERE IS MUCH 
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SPECULATION OVER HOW IT MAY REACT. SOME SPEAK OF THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT CERTAIN OF RAY'S SUPPORTERS ON THE 
LEFT - P.R. DAS MUNSHI, SAUGATA ROY, AND POSSIBLY SOME 
CPI FIGURES - MAY SIMPLY BE ARRESTED. OTHERS DISMISS 
THIS AS UNLIKELY BUT POINT OUT THAT THERE ARE MANY 
OTHER WAYS IN WHICH SANJAY CAN MAKE HIS DISPLEASURE 
FELT; THEY ACKNOWLEDGE ALSO THAT WITH THE INDUSTRIAL 
RECESSION IN WEST BENGAL DEEPENING - AS IT HAS BEEN IN 
RECENT WEEKS - THE STATE IS NOW MORE THAN EVER IN NEED 
OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FROM THE CENTER. FOR THE 
MOMENT, HOWEVER, 

BENGALI DISLIKE OF SANJAY AND POPULAR 
RESENTMENT OVER HIS MEDDLING IN THE STATE'S AFFAIRS 
SEEM TO HAVE OVER-RIDDEN OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 

KORN UNQUOTE 
SCHNEIDER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NEWDE00812 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 9-0331 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 89/aaaafqda. tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Message ID: b4ebe4dd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3676586 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> mcm 970827 

Subject: WEST BENGAL POLITICAL SITUATION: RAY AND HIS SUPPORTERS HAVE THE UPPER HAND 
TAGS: PINT, IN, PINT, (RAY, S S) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b4ebe4dd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



